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3.2 SCHOOL—THE GERMAN WAY

How are schools organized to meet the needs of a country?
C3 Framework Indicator D2.Soc.6.9-12. Identify the major components of culture.

D2.Soc.7.9-12. Cite examples of how culture influences the individuals in it.

Staging the Compelling Question This inquiry is focused on the educational system of Germany. The students will be able 
to compare their own schooling with that of contemporaries in Germany.

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

How are the customs and practices for the 
beginning of school in Germany similar 
and different from those in the United 
States?

How is a German school’s day similar to 
yours, and how are they different?

How are the German and American 
school systems similar, and how are they 
different?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Students will use photographs to compare 
and contrast first day of school customs 
and practices.

Using a copy of their daily schedule and 
Handout 3.2.1, ask student pairs to 
create a Venn diagram comparing the two 
schedules.

Students will explore the similarities 
and difference of the German and U.S. 
school systems by analyzing the stages of 
schooling.

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: PowerPoint 3.2.1 

Source B: Chart paper

Source A: Handout 3.2.1 Source A: Handout 3.2.2

Summative Performance Task Argument: Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses 
the compelling question using specific claims and relevant evidence from historical or 
contemporary sources, while acknowledging competing views.

Extension: With your classmates, design Schultüten for a first-grade class, decorating the 
outside to reflect their interests.

Taking Informed Action Understand: The education system in Germany varies from state to state, although the 
basic K–12 system is uniform.

Assess: Research the apprenticeship programs available for students in Germany.

Act: Arrange to share information on the German education system and apprenticeship 
program with your school guidance counselors.
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COMPELLING QUESTION

• How are schools organized to meet the needs of a country?

INQUIRY OVERVIEW

This inquiry is focused on the educational system of Germany. The students will be able to compare their own schooling with 
that of contemporaries in Germany. 

TEACHER BACKGROUND

The organization of schools in any country is established to 
meet the needs of the society.

As in all nations of the world, German students are chal-
lenged to meet higher academic standards in order to be 
more competitive in international measures of performance. 
The structure of the school system in Germany differs signifi-
cantly from that of the United States. Some of the differences 
include the stages of schooling, the length of the school day 
(school usually ends by 1:30 p.m.), the composition of the 
classes (students may be looped from grades one through 
three), teacher assignment (unlike most American elemen-
tary teachers who are usually generalists, German elementary 
teachers often teach only two different subjects), and the grading system (numerical system in Germany).

Before beginning this inquiry, the teacher may want to become more familiar with the German educational system by reading 
the resource materials.

• How to Germany. (2021, January). German school system. https://www.howtogermany.com/pages/germanschools.html.
• Yvonne. (2021, May 2). An Introduction to the German School System [2021 English Guide]. https://www.simplegermany.com/

german-school-system/.

TIME: One to two 45-minute classes 

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

• German Schools PowerPoint (PowerPoint 3.2)
• German School Schedule (Handout 3.2.1)
• German School System (Handout 3.2.2)
• Chart paper
• German Girl in America. (2021, June 30). A Day at School Germany vs USA. YouTube. https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=CQ39uwHDQAM&t=0s. (12:33–15:56)
• Saskatchewan German Council. (2020, August 27). German Traditions for Kids – How to Make Your Own Schultüte! YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpLglscanlk. (1:35)

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

Ask students to share their memories of their first day of school. Prompt students to discuss how they prepared, what they wore, 
how they traveled to and from school, and the role any adults or caregivers played that day.

www.goethe.de/
top/letsexplore

https://www.howtogermany.com/pages/germanschools.html
https://www.simplegermany.com/german-school-system/
https://www.simplegermany.com/german-school-system/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ39uwHDQAM&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ39uwHDQAM&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpLglscanlk
http://www.goethe.de/top/letsexplore
http://www.goethe.de/top/letsexplore
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Explain to students that they will see a picture of a German student on her first day of school to compare experiences. Display 
the first photograph in PowerPoint 3.2, Part 1, and ask students to answer the following questions: “Where do you think this 
student is going?” “What is she holding in her hand?” Why do you think she is holding this item?”

After students have made predictions, share the next slide and explain that the student is holding a Schultüte, which means 
“school cone” in German. Schultüten (plural) are decorated cardboard cones filled with goodies such as toys, candy, and other 
treats. In Germany, parents make Schultüten for their children on their first day of school to commemorate that special day. Next, 
invite students to explore customs and school practices in Germany and compare these experiences to their own in the United 
States or Canada.

 ➤ Resource

• German Schools PowerPoint (PowerPoint 3.2, Part 1)

SUPPORTING QUESTION 1

How are the customs and practices for the beginning of school in Germany similar and different from 
those in the United States?

 ➤ Formative Performance Task

Form groups of four and provide each group with chart paper. Have each member of the group select a different portion of the 
chart paper as their work area.

Share the photographs in PowerPoint 3.2, Part 2, and ask students to respond to the following question: “Based on the photo-
graphs, what practices in Germany and the United States are similar and different on the first day of school?”

Ask students to independently reflect on the material by writing about three or four key ideas in their work areas. Have mem-
bers of the group take turns sharing their thinking.

As each group member shares their thinking, students should circle words or phrases they all have in common. Have the group 
synthesize the common ideas into a summary by writing a summary statement in the center of their chart paper.

 ➤ Resources

• German Schools PowerPoint (PowerPoint 3.2, Part 2)
• Chart paper

SUPPORTING QUESTION 2

How is a German school’s day similar to yours, and how are they different?

 ➤ Formative Performance Task

Using a copy of their daily schedule and Handout 3.2.1, ask student pairs to create a Venn diagram comparing the two sched-
ules. How are they the same? How are they different?

Next, as a class, view the YouTube video A Day at School Germany vs USA, from12:33 to 15:56 to learn more about German school 
schedules compared to those in American schools. The same student pairs should add to their Venn diagrams.

As a class, discuss the similarities and differences the students found between the two school systems.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ39uwHDQAM&t=0s
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 ➤ Resources

• German School Schedule (Handout 3.2.1)
• German Girl in America. (2021, June 30). A Day at School Germany vs USA. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=CQ39uwHDQAM&t=0s. (12:33–15:56)

SUPPORTING QUESTION 3

How are the German and American school systems similar, and how are they different?

 ➤ Formative Performance Task

As a class, create a chart illustrating the stages in the American school system (from kindergarten to college or vocational 
school). Ask the same student pairs from Formative Performance Task 2 to use Handout 3.2.2 to examine and compare the 
two school systems. Each pair should add any similarities or differences that they discover to their Venn diagrams.

 ➤ Resource

• German School System (Handout 3.2.2)

SUMMATIVE PERFORMANCE TASK

How are schools organized to meet the needs of a country?

Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) that addresses the compelling question using specific claims and 
relevant evidence from contemporary sources, while acknowledging competing views.

EXTENSION (OPTIONAL) TASK

With your classmates, design Schultüten for a first-grade class, decorating the outside to reflect their interests. Directions for 
making a Schultüte can be found in the video German Traditions for Kids – How to make your own Schultüte.

 ➤ Resource

• Saskatchewan German Council. (2020, August 27). German Traditions for Kids – How to Make Your Own Schultüte! https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpLglscanlk. (1:35)

TAKING INFORMED ACTION

Understand: The education system in Germany varies from state to state, although the basic K–12 system is uniform.

Assess: Research the apprenticeship programs available for students in Germany.

Act: Arrange to share information on the German education system and apprenticeship program with your school 
guidance counselors.

CONCEPTS LIST

• Educational system
• Primary school
• Secondary school

• Grundschule
• Schulranzen
• Schultüte (singular)

• Schultüten (plural)
• Pausenbrot

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ39uwHDQAM&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ39uwHDQAM&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpLglscanlk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpLglscanlk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpLglscanlk

