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LOANWORDS FROM GERMAN THAT ARE USED IN ENGLISH

English Word German Word English Definition (adapted from https://www.merriam-webster.com/) 

angst die Angst (noun) a feeling of anxiety, apprehension, or insecurity

blitzkrieg der Blitzkrieg (noun) war conducted with great speed and force; specifically : a violent surprise offensive by 

massed air forces and mechanized ground forces in close coordination  

(This is a compound word made of Blitz - “lightning” and Krieg - “war.”)

doppelgänger der Doppelgänger (noun) a person who resembles someone else very closely

gestalt die Gestalt (noun) something that is made of many parts and yet is somehow more than or different 

from the combination of its parts

broadly: the general quality or character of something

gesundheit die Gesundheit (interjection) used to wish good health especially to someone who has just sneezed

kaput kaputt (adj.) 1. utterly finished, defeated, or destroyed 2. unable to function

kindergarten der Kindergarten (noun) a school or class for children usually from four to six years old

kitsch 

kitschy

der Kitsch 

kitschig

(noun) something that appeals to popular or lowbrow taste and is often of poor quality  

(adj.) a tacky or lowbrow quality or condition

leitmotif das Leitmotiv (noun) 1. an associated melodic phrase or figure that accompanies the reappearance of an 

idea, person, or situation especially in a Wagnerian music drama 2. a dominant recurring 

theme

Neanderthal der Neandertaler (noun) a hominid (Homo neanderthalensis syn H. sapiens neanderthalensis) known from 

skeletal remains in Europe, northern Africa, and western Asia that lived from about 30,000 to 

200,000 years ago

poltergeist der Poltergeist (noun) a noisy, usually mischievous ghost held to be responsible for unexplained noises

rucksack der Rucksack (noun) knapsack; a bag (as of canvas or nylon) strapped on the back and used for carrying 

supplies or personal belongings for travel

schadenfreude die Schadenfreude (noun) enjoyment obtained from the troubles of others

schlep schleppen (verb) 1. to drag or haul 2. to proceed or move especially slowly, tediously, awkwardly, or 

carelessly

über über (preposition) 1. being a superlative example of its kind or class 2. to an extreme or excessive degree

umlaut der Umlaut (noun) a diacritical mark ¨ placed over a vowel to indicate a more central or front articulation

verboten verboten (adj.) forbidden, especially: prohibited by dictate

waltz der Walzer (noun) 1. a ballroom dance in ³/₄ time with strong accent on the first beat and a basic pattern 

of step-step-close 2. music for a waltz or a concert composition in ³/₄ time

wanderlust die Wanderlust (noun) strong longing for or impulse toward wandering

weltanschauung die Weltanschauung (noun) worldview

weltschmerz der Weltschmerz (noun) 1. mental depression or apathy caused by comparison of the actual state of the world 

with an ideal state 2. a mood of sentimental sadness

wunderbar wunderbar (adj.) wonderful

zeitgeist der Zeitgeist (noun) the general intellectual, moral, and cultural climate of an era

English definitions adapted from: Merriam-Webster, www.merriam-webster.com/. Accessed 30 January 2019.
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Which German loanword is described in each sentence?

1. The student had a burning desire to travel throughout Europe.

2. After carrying groceries all the way back to his dorm, Taylor was in no mood to drag his dirty clothes down to the laundry room. 

3. This early human takes its name from the German valley where the third fossil specimen was discovered.

4. Composer John Williams composed recurrent Wagnerian-like themes for Luke, Princess Leia, Darth Vader, Yoda and even the Jawas in his 

score for Star Wars.

5. This is where children may learn “not to hit other people,” to “wait your turn,”and to “raise your hand when you need to be excused to go 

to the bathroom.”

6. In the Harry Potter books, Peeves is this type of supernatural creature blamed for mysterious noises.

7. If you placing garden gnomes and pink flamingoes on your lawn, your neighbors may refer to your decorations as this.

8. A server drops a giant tray of meals ready to be served, and the people in the restaurant begin to laugh.

9. Michelle stopped in the middle of the sidewalk when she saw someone who was the spitting image of her cousin. 

10. A well-known rideshare service was inspired by this German word for their brand name.

 Answer Key:

1. wanderlust

2. schlep

3. Neanderthal

4. leitmotif

5. kindergarten

6. poltergeist

7. kitsch

8. schadenfreude

9. doppelgänger

10. über


