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HANDOUT 3.4.3 GERMAN CLASSES AND SCHEDULES

WHAT WOULD YOUR SCHOOL DAY BE LIKE IF YOU ATTEND A GERMAN GYMANSIUM?

Using this handout answer the following questions:

1. What grade are you in?

2. When does school begin for you?

3. When does the school day end for you?

4. How many subjects are you studying?

5. Which subjects are you studying?

6. What clubs are there at your school?

7. Which career paths would be open to you when you finish this school?

9TH GRADE

PERIOD TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1st 7:55-8:40 History English Free period English History

2nd 8.45-9:30 History English Free period English History 

Break 15 min

3rd 9:45-10:30 Math German History Biology German

4th 10:35-11:20 Math German History Biology German

Break 15 min

5th 11:40-12:25 English Biology Politics French/Latin Math

6th 12:30-1:15 English Biology French/Latin French/Latin Politics

Break 1h

7th 1:30-2:15 Electives P.E Religious Studies

8th 2:20-3:05 Electives P.E Religious Studies
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11TH GRADE

PERIOD TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1st 7:55-8:40 Free period French/Latin German P.E. French/Latin

2nd 8.45-9:30 Free period French/Latin German P.E. French/Latin

Break 15 min

3rd 9:45-10:30 German Free period Math German Electives

4th 10:35-11:20 German Free period Math German Electives

Break 15 min

5th 11:40-12:25 English Geography French/Latin Geography Spanish

6th 12:30-1:15 English Geography French/Latin Geography Spanish

Break 1h

7th 1:30-2:15 Math Chemistry English Ethics 

8th 2:20-3:05 Math Spanish Chemistry Ethics 

9th 3:10-3:55

10TH GRADE

PERIOD TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1st 7:55-8:40 Biology History Physics Math Biology

2nd 8.45-9:30 Biology History Physics English Biology

Break 15 min

3rd 9:45-10:30 Physics Math P.E. Biology Physics

4th 10:35-11:20 Physics Math P.E. Biology Physics

Break 15 min

5th 11:40-12:25 German English Geography German Geography 

6th 12:30-1:15 German English Geography German Geography

Break 1h 

7th 1:30-2:15 Free period Art Electives

8th 2:20-3:05 Free period Art Electives

9th 3:10-3:55
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12TH GRADE

PERIOD TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1st 7:55-8:40 Math Chemistry English Chemistry Politics

2nd 8.45-9:30 Math Chemistry English Chemistry Politics

Break 15 min

3rd 9:45-10:30 English Politics Math Free period Physics 

4th 10:35-11:20 English Politics Math Free period Physics

Break 15 min

5th 11:40-12:25 Chemistry Physics Free period German Math

6th 12:30-1:15 Chemistry Physics Free period German Math

Break 1h 

7th 1:30-2:15 Music Free period German Art

8th 2:20-3:05 Music Computer 

Science

Music Art

9th 3:10-3:55 Computer 

Science

P.E.

10th P.E

*Note:

Electives: e.g. Drama, Choir… 

Religious Studies: German students take religious classes throughout their time in school. Schools offer Catholic and Protestant religious 

studies (some areas in Germany haven also started to offer Islamic studies). Students who are not baptized can choose to attend one of the 

religious studies courses or attend an ethics or philosophy class. According to German law, students over the age of 14 are allowed to decide 

on their own whether they want to continue attending a religions class or whether they want to take up ethics/philosophy classes instead.

During your last years of high school at a German Gymnasium, students get to choose the focus of their studies. Typically there are three ways 

to go: emphasis on language, natural sciences, or social sciences. These schedules are examples of various student’s school days. 

“Free periods” are much more common in Germany, especially during the last few years of high school. Based on the courses students elect, 

the schools must create schedules which accommodate everyone, sometimes leading to free periods for students. Students may use this 

time to do work, but are not required to be at school during these times. 
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WHAT WOULD YOUR SCHOOL DAY BE LIKE IF YOU ATTEND A GERMAN BERUFSSCHULE 
(VOCATIONAL SCHOOL)? 

Using this handout answer the following questions:

1. What grade are you in?

2. When does school begin for you?

3. When does the school day end for you?

4. How many subjects are you studying?

5. Which subjects are you studying?

6. What clubs are there at your school?

7. Which career paths would be open to you when you finish this school?

8. How many days a week do you work (an apprenticeship) at a company?

11TH GRADE AT A BERUFSSCHULE WITH A FOCUS ON COMMERCIAL/ADMINISTRATIVE 
VOCATIONS

PERIOD TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1st 7:55-8:40 Business 

Administration

On-site Training On-site Training Math On-site Training

2nd 8.45-9:30 Social Studies On-site Training On-site Training Information 

Processing

On-site Training

Break 15 min

3rd 9:45-10:30 Math On-site Training On-site Training Economics On-site Training

4th 10:35-11:20 Math On-site Training On-site Training Economics On-site Training

Break 15 min

5th 11:40-12:25 English On-site Training On-site Training Business 

Administration

On-site Training

6th 12:30-1:15 German On-site Training On-site Training Business 

Administration

On-site Training

Break 1h 

7th 1:30-2:15 Career-Oriented 

Projects

On-site Training On-site Training On-site Training On-site Training

8th 2:20-3:05 On-site Training On-site Training On-site Training On-site Training

9th 3:10-3:55 On-site Training On-site Training On-site Training On-site Training

10th 4:00-4:45 On-site Training On-site Training On-site Training On-site Training
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10TH GRADE AT BERUFFSCHULE WITH FOCUS ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

PERIOD TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1st 7:55-8:40 German English Vocational 

Training

German Math

2nd 8.45-9:30 German English Vocational 

Training

German Math

Break 15 min

3rd 9:45-10:30 Math Vocational 

Training

Math Biology English

4th 10:35-11:20 Religious 

Studies

Vocational 

Training

Vocational 

Training

Biology English

Break 15 min

5th 11:40-12:25 Vocational 

Training

P.E. Vocational 

Training

Vocational 

Training

Physics

6th 12:30-1:15 Vocational 

Training

P.E. Politics Vocational 

Training

Physics

Break 1h 

7th 1:30-2:15 Elective 

Language 

(French/Italian/

Spanish/Turkish)

Politics Vocational 

Training

8th 2:20-3:05 Elective 

Language 

(French/Italian/

Spanish/Turkish)

Vocational 

Training

*Note:

Compensation: While attending a Berufsschule (vocational school), German students receive a monthly wage. This is generally around $1000 

a month. Students usually start vocational school at age 16.

Religious Studies: German students take religious classes throughout their time in school. Schools offer Catholic and Protestant religious 

studies (some areas in Germany haven also started to offer Islamic studies). Students who are not baptized can choose to attend one of the 

religious studies courses or attend an ethics or philosophy class. According to German law, students over the age of 14 are allowed to decide 

on their own whether they want to continue attending a religions class or whether they want to take up ethics/philosophy classes instead.

Vocational Training: Can be on or off-site. Students will learn in depth about their vocation of choice and receive trained in their field. 

On-Site Training: Students will go to work at the companies where they have an apprenticeship agreement. Here they receive the technical 

training and skills that they need to excel in their future career.


